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Fig 52: The western slopes of the north 
side of Doornkop. South Roodepoort 
Main Reef Areas Gold Mine centre 
stage. Willoughby entered the trap 
from right to left. Pic: LE, Jan 2009.    

 
Colvin writes that an “attempt 
was made to circumvent this 
position, but in vain, for it was 
indeed a cul-de-sac, a trap 
designed by nature and used 
by the Boers with their natural 
genius for that sort of 
warfare. … Men and officers 
were deadbeat, and little 
wonder,” if we consider their 
march, the distance from 
Pitsani Pothlugo to Doornkop 
was 169 miles and they had 
been on the march on and off 

for 86 hours. Seventeen of those hours had been spent fighting a desultory running battle and 
they had eaten their last meal at 8am the previous day at Van Oudtshoorn’s Winkel (Store) about 
17miles west of Krugersdorp.            
 
“They were tired out, both the men and horses, and lying on that bare rock in the morning sun, 
hungry and thirsty, they could see there was little hope. For Johannesburg had failed them and 
they were in a trap.

88
”   

 
“‘Bobby’ White, nevertheless, with part of the force, was fighting away cheerfully enough trying to 
turn the enemy’s left when the white flag went up.

89
” He adds that Jameson literally falls over at 

the sight of this. “We gather that the flag was raised by a supernumerary who had come in with 
the Bechuanaland Police, and without the knowledge of Jameson. But the point is not of crucial 
importance, for the end was inevitable. Certain it is that the white flag was hoisted at 9.15…”          
 
By Hickman’s telling, Jameson and his main body now occupy Brink’s farmhouse “and from here 
shelled the Boers”. The position of this farmhouse is not immediately evident but must be a short 
from the “final position”, which is described as an outbuilding of this farm.  
 
Boers are closing on this position and when they “began pouring in a concentrated rifle-fire, there 
was no hope of further advance.”  
 
At the stone kraal and outbuilding – actually a servant’s quarters, the raiders are pinned down. 
Deploying the Maxims and guns in self defence, the insurgents fire until gun ammunition runs low 
and the Maxims “became to hot to hold for lack of water and jammed. At this critical stage the 
Staatsartillerie came into action for the first time from a mile distant. They were served by trained 
professional gunners and their fire was very accurate.”  
 
“Willoughby’s effective force was reduced to about 400 exhausted men. It is not known how the 
white flag came to be raised [according to a marker on the site up through the chimney of the 
outbuilding], but “cease fire’ was sounded by bugle at 9.15am and the Boers came riding in to 
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 “Earlier that day Jameson had sent a verbal message to the Reform Committee by BW Vallé, a bugler, who succeeded 
in getting through to ask what assistance they could render. Now, at 8.30am, [the “Randlord” (gold magnate) Dale] Lace, 
a member of the committee, came to Jameson [clearly, considering the situation described with Boer consent] to tell him 
that there had never been any intention to send troops to aid him. With him came a dispatch rider from the British Agent 
[ambassador] in Pretoria to inform him that the High Commissioner [in Cape Town] had declared him and his men as 
outlaws ; a terrible blow to morale in the midst of battle, but not generally known to the troops.” Hickman, pp12-13.  
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take the surrender. They treated Jameson’s men well…”
90

 Taking the surrender was 
Commandant Piet Cronje of Lichtenburg Commando

91
.  

 
Colvin recounts that after the white flag – reputedly a servant woman’s apron – went up;  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Willoughby sends Cronje an offer to surrender.  
 
Fig 53: Vlakfontein Spruit looking north. 
Fig 54: Looking north-east. Arrow marks likely Staatsartillerie 
position. 
Fig 55: Looking north-west. Tshepisong township just over the 

rise. Pics: LE, Jan 2009.   
 
Cronje replies after 15 minutes that he is 
assembling his officers to consider the matter. 
Twenty to 30 minutes later he sends a note 
accepting the offer, the terms of which Willoughby 
(why not Jameson?), in turn, accepts.     
 

“There was a rectangular cattle kraal of loose stones with a cottage beside it in the bottom near 
the stream, and there Jameson and his officers waited until at last Cronje rode up and saluted. 
‘Dr Jameson,’ he said in his broken English, ‘I have honour to meet you.’”

92
     

 
Hickman lists the Rhodesian losses as follows: 
16 other ranks killed in action, one officer and 
14 men severely wounded (with the officer later 
dying of his wounds) and three officers as well 
as 38 men wounded, a total of 72 casualties or 
14% of the force. Colvin has a similar number.      
 
Fig 56: Jameson arrested. Pic: Internet.  

 
“The Jameson Raid was undoubtedly planned 
with the greatest care and subterfuge, but fell 
down due to human errors, and avarice,” 
Hickman says in conclusion. “The failure to cut 
the telegraph wires, the idle chatter, the sale of 
unbroken remounts all added up, and to crown 
it all, the men were pushed to the point of exhaustion, so that when they had to face determined 
opposition they were not in top condition to do so. They had, indeed, undergone a forced march, 
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 The Adcock Street monument also lists Commandants FJ (Frederik Johannes) Potgieter and HP (Hercules Philippus) 
Malan as well as Colonel SPE (Stephanus Petrus Erasmus) Trichardt of the Staatsartillerie.   
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where little attention was paid to proper halts and food. But they were trained men who behaved 
bravely and well, especially when cornered by the Boers, and suffered heavy casualties to the 
extent of 14%, or a total of 72 from 511 who began the march.”         
 

Fig 57: The Adcock 
St monument.  
Fig 58: Inscription.  
Pics: LE, May 2009.  

 
By contrast 
“Kruger later 
stated 8000 
Boers had been 
called up” to 
contain the 
insurgency

93
. 

Among the units 
mobilised were 
the Krugersdorp, 
Potchefstroom, 
Lichtenburg and 
Johannesburg 

commandos, as well as the Staatsartillerie. The 
reported Boer dead were a mere five

94
.      

 
It is not clear what became of the casualties, 
neither Hickman nor Colvin mentioning the subject. 
It seems likely that the Chartered Company, which 
paid for the repatriation of the living, may also 
provided for the return of the remains of the dead 
to British territory.      
 
 
 
 
 

Fig 59: The resting place of the five Boer dead. 
Burgershoop Cemetery, Krugersdorp. The difficult-
to-read headstone gives a brief account of events, 
lists the names of the deceased and notes the 
memorial was built in 1913 with money raised by 
public subscription to a fund established in 1896.   
Fig 60: A rededication. It reads, in translation: “Sleep 
peacefully, brave heroes. The ground is holy where 
your ashes deeply lie.” Unveiled on 1 December 
1938 as part of the centenary of the Great Trek.  
Fig 61: The headstone of Donald Macdonald.               
Pics: LE, Jan 2009.  
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 They are interred at the cemetery in the Burgershoop suburb of Krugersdorp. Intriguingly one is identified as Donald 
MacDonald of Lindley’s Poort. The others are George Jacobs, Andries Hendrik Potgieter, Sarel Petrus Frederik van 
Tonder and Petrus Frans Jacobus Venter.     


