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Johannesburg’s missing battlefields   
 
 
The purpose of this writing was to argue for the preservation of the Doornkop battlefield, just 
south of Roodepoort that in popular history was the scene of the surrender of British adventurer 
and Simon Mann-prototype Dr Leander Starr Jameson in January 1896 and just four years later – 
in May 1900 – was the site of the Battle of Doornkop, an action in Field Marshal the Earl

1
 

Frederick Roberts VC’s Bloemfontein-Pretoria offensive.       
 

Adcock Street is currently being upgraded and a deep digging 
has been cut through Doornkop itself. In addition, low-cost 
housing has encroached right up to the first randjes on the 
southern side and laps the site to the north. It is inevitable that 
the housing, currently contained to the east side of the north-
south road will spread over to the meadow on the western flank.  
        
Today there is one monument and three dilapidated plaques 
marking the spot where Jameson surrendered to the armed 
forces of the Zuid Afrikaanse Republiek (ZAR), better known as 

the Transvaal. There is nothing at all to mark the 1900 battlefield.  
 

There is a strong international 
tradition to preserve battlefields 
from development and for 
future generations, notable 
examples being Waterloo 
(pictured, below) in Brussels, 
Belgium, and Gettysburg in 
Pennsylvania in the United 
States.  

 
Fig 1: Roadworks on Adcock St showing a cutting through Doornkop ridge. View south to north. Pic: Leon Engelbrecht 
(LE), Jan 2009.  
Fig 2:A broken plaque at the spot Jameson is reputed to have surrendered. The plaque implies Jameson and his officers 
sought shelter from gunfire in a servant’s cottage and raised a white flag through a chimney. Neither Jameson’s 
biographer Ian Colvin nor Colonel AS Hickman’s account of the raid make mention of this. Pic: LE, Jan 2009.  
Fig 3: The “butte de Lion” (Lion’s mount) monument at Waterloo battlefield, Brussels, Belgium. Pic: LE, Jun 2008.            
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South Africans, however, are disinterested in 
history generally and no like tradition exists here. 
The only reason many South African (SA) 
battlefields still exist in their elemental state is that 
they are generally in remote or rugged terrain. The 
few fields of honour that have been preserved, for 
example Isandlwana in KwaZulu-Natal, are 
subject to repeated artefact robbery and 
vandalism. The latter generally has also befallen 
the country’s war graves – in addition to neglect. A 
prime example of both trends is the vandalised 
war graves of some of the 1900 dead in the 
Maraisburg Cemetery, just west of  

Fig 4: The damaged graves of Capt Meyrick and Lt Fife 
Maraisburg “war” cemetery. Pic: LE, Jan 2009.   

 
Johannesburg.  
 
Organised interest in history is mainly confined to political mobilisation and myth making. This is a 
broad brush-stroke and not universally true. But even they might be surprised to know there are a 
number of battlefields in and near Johannesburg – some pristine and other, alas, covered or 
threatened by urban sprawl, mostly at place names now only found on antique maps: Rietspruit, 
Brinks Vlakfontein, Engelbrechtsdrift, Rietkuil, Doornkuil, Gatsrand Pass, Elandsfontein, 
Vanwyksrust, the Senaoane-Chiawelo ridge, Doornkop and Klipfontein among others. 
 
 
Fighting for Doornkop  

       
To fight for the preservation of Doornkop will 
require the combatants to show it is worthy of such 
safeguarding by proving that one or more 
significant events took place there. On the face of 
it, this should be easy. The South African War and 
its battles are well described, with a particular 
emphasis on the plucky British infantry attack on 
Doornkop on 29 May 1900. Many of these 
accounts are accompanied with fine and detailed 
maps, which should make the exercise easy.  
 
Fig 5: Doornkop ridge seen from the south. The reservoir is 
clearly visible in the centre of the photo. A handy landmark. 
Photo taken at N12/R558 intersection. Pic: LE, Jan 2009.  

 
The trouble with preserving historical sites, in the words of US law professor Glenn Harlan 
Reynolds is “that they often involve little actual history. Sometimes, the history was never there to 
begin with. Other times, lessons from history are wrong because nobody has bothered to look at 
the facts”. So it is with Doornkop.  
 
There are several reasons one would want to preserve a battlefield. It is firstly, a “field of honour” 
where soldiers representing two states clashed to decide an issue in dispute between their 
nations. It is importantly also a sacred site where warriors fought, were wounded and died, or in 
the words of the memorial on the Kohima battlefield where those who came before us gave their 
tomorrows for our today

2
. It is a place of sacrifice. A less sentimental reason for preserving such 

terrain is to allow future historians and students of military affairs to study the field and its 
approaches in order to gain a better understanding of the events that took place there.          
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Does Doornkop measure up?  
 

In the end that is subjective 
decision each of us must take, 
but a dispassionate view would 
probably conclude the negative.   
 
Fig 6: Doornkop ridge from the north. 
Note reservoir on left and mine shaft 
on right. The wires in the foreground 
feed the Johannesburg-Krugersdorp-
Randfontein railway important to the 
events of both January 1896 and May 
1900. Pic: LE, Jan 2009.     

 
It is beyond dispute that 
Jameson did surrender at a 
location in a valley north of the 
geographic Doornkop following 
a skirmish with ZAR 
government forces that 
included a brief artillery 

bombardment. But the events that drove him and his band there – and the terrain that happened 
on – is perhaps more important than the place where a white flag was raised.  
 
As for the 1900 battle, it is best to say that calling that after Doornkop amounts to journalistic 
licence. Despite accounts and maps to the contrary, the famous infantry attack was certainly not 
on the southern glacis of Doornkop.            
 
That does not mean that that what can be preserved should not be saved. It simply implies that 
previous generations have very literally placed emphasis on wrong places.  
 
The purpose of this writing thus becomes determining what happened over New Year 1895/6 and 
in May 1900 – and where.   
    
 
The scale of the battle  

 
Fig 7: A Maxim-Nordenfeldt “pom-pom” automatic grenade 
launcher at the SA National Museum for Military History 
(SANMMH) in Johannesburg. This 1903 example was captured 
from German forces in Namibia in 1915. Artillery expert Darrell 
Hall noted its “effect on morale was considerable, although its 
material effect was small. The aggravating bark, coupled with 
the fact that one burst meant more were on the way, was trying 
on the nerves”.

3
 Calibre: 37mm, range: up to 2743m, weight of 

shot: 450g (one pound), type: cast iron high explosive, 300rpm, 
weight with shield: 1372kg. Pic: LE, Mar 2009.  

 
Presumed familiarity also breeds contempt. There 
is a perception Jameson – and his military 
commander Lt Col Sir John Willoughby 
surrendered after a few shots. In fact, in modern 
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terms, they fought a battalion action with supporting weapons –infantry guns, grenade launchers 
and machine guns – in the vicinity of today’s Krugersdorp Nature Reserve before making a 
fighting withdrawal involving several short but sharp actions.  
 
The 1900 event suffers from this same curse. Many accounts suggest “Second Doornkop”, to 
give the battle a name, was a minor attack on a single hill. How many troops does it take to storm 
a kopje? Some popular accounts concentrate on – or only mention - the attack of the Gordon 
Highlanders. Others add that of the City [of London] Imperial Volunteers (CIV). In fact, the attack 
– which was not on Doornkop, but to its east, involved about seven battalions of infantry 
organised into two brigades and several batteries of field and heavy artillery. They too were 
supported by automatic grenade launchers – then called “pom-poms” and machine guns. 
Opposing them was a similarly equipped foe.   
 

But the attack was not an isolated event. It was part of the “left 
hook” of Roberts’ army-sized South African Field Force that 
was seeking to envelop and capture Johannesburg as well as 
adjacent parts of the Witwatersrand in preparation of the 
seizure of Pretoria. This “left hook” consisted of Lieutenant 
General

4
 (Lt Gen) Ian Hamilton’s (9

th
)
5
 Mounted Infantry 

Division (MID) and Lt Gen Sir John French’s (1
st
) Cavalry 

Division
6
.  

 
Fig 8: Field Marshal Lord Roberts working in his mobile office. Pic: SANMMH.   

 
The “right hook” consisted of Maj Gen Charles Tucker’s 7

th
 

(Infantry) Division and Maj Gen Reginald Pole-Carew’s 11
th
 

(Infantry) Division as well as the 3
rd

 Cavalry Brigade and a 
battalion of mounted infantry (MI).  
 

                                                 
4
 Hamilton was acting Lt Gen, although still colonel on the Army List (Pakenham, p423). At the time the British Army did 

not yet have the rank of brigadier. Brigade commanders at this time were often called brigadiers.    
5
 JH Breytenbach, Die Geskiedenis van die Tweede Vryheidsoorlog in Suid Afrika, Deel V, Die Britse opmars tot in 

Pretoria, Staatsdrukker, Pretoria, 1983, map, p534, identifies this formation as the 9
th
 Division. Noteworthy is that 1 SA 

Brigade was attached to the British 9
th
 (Scottish) Division for the Somme offensive of 1916. But Thomas Pakenham, (The 

Boer War, Weidenfeld and Nicholson, London, 1979, p313) notes that the 9
th
 Division was already formed by February 

and was commanded by Maj Gen Henry Colvile. It reportedly consisted of the Highland Brigade and 19 Infantry Brigade 
under Horace Smith-Dorrien. But Leo Amery (General Editor, The Times History of the War in South Africa, 1899-1902, 
Volume 4 [Editor: Basil Williams], Sampson Low, Marston & Co, London, 1906, p134) has Colvile still in command of the 
Highland brigade in May. Field Marshal Lord Michael Carver (The National Army Museum Book of the Boer War, Pan, 
London, 1999, p156) definitely places the 19

th
 Brigade in Hamilton’s division, along with the 21

st
 Brigade, the 3

rd
 Cavalry 

Brigade and a Mounted Infantry brigade under Colonel CP Ridley. RWF Drooglever (Editor, From the front – AB (Banjo) 
Paterson’s dispatches from the Boer War, Pan Macmillan Australia, Sydney, 2000, p300) describes Hamilton’s formation 
as a “Colonial” division. A Colonial Division was formed under General Sir Edward Yewd Brabant. (Brabant formed the 
Buffalo Volunteer Rifles, still in existence, in 1876 as well as Brabants Horse in 1878. (Ian Uys, South African Military 
Who’s Who, 1452-1992, Fortress  Publishers, Germiston, 1992, p28). For the purpose of this exercise Hamilton 
commanded the Mounted Infantry Division (MID).                
6
 His chief of staff was Major Douglas Haig, who would succeed him in December 1915 as commander of the British 

Expeditionary Force in France. There is an argument, derived from Pakenham that both were poor choices. As cavalry 
officers they had not taken part in the set-piece battles of Magersfontein nor of Buller’s Natal campaign and thus missed 
the demonstration of the defensive value of barbed wire, trenches and massed fire. In addition they had not seen the 
integration of fire and movement, infantry and artillery support in the offensive as used by Buller to break through to 
Ladysmith.               
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Roberts’ advance is often also wrongly 
remembered as a solitary advance up the railway 
from the Cape, first to Bloemfontein, then 
Kroonstad and Johannesburg. That is incorrect. It 
was a frontal advance with forces – for the 
Bloemfontein-Pretoria operation – deployed from 
west of Kimberly (Lt Gen Lord Methuen’s

7
 1

st
 

Division and Lt Gen Sir Archibald Hunter’s 10
th
 

Division) to south of Bloemfontein. As the 
advance progressed northeast, this southern flank 
would swing and link with the western flank of Lt 
Gen Sir Redvers Buller’s 

8
 advance up the 

Durban-Johannesburg railway with the 2
nd

 
Division (Lt Gen Neville Lyttleton

9
) and the 4

th
 (Lt 

Gen CF Clery). In many ways this advance is 
reminiscent of the Allied advance across France 
in September 1944 – or of the great Russian 
advances west of 1943 to 1945.  
 
 

Fig 9: A map of SA showing the eastern and western sub-
theatres of operation. Pic: Internet. 
Fig 10: General Redvers Buller and Lt Gen John French. Pic:  
Anglo Boer War Museum (ABWM). 

 
While numbered corps were just entering vogue – 
hence the despatch of the 1

st
 Army Corps at the 

outbreak of war, the nomenclature was not used in 
that conflict. Even so, the left and right of Roberts’ 
main advance, his forces in the northern Cape, the 
Cape Colony, Natal and on his lines of 
communication (LOC, principally the railway) in 

the Free State can today all be described as such.      
 
Roberts’ force compares well with the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) that deployed to France 
in August 1914 to confront Germany at Mons. This fielded just two corps of two infantry divisions 
each and a cavalry corps of five cavalry brigades

10
. In command was none other than French, 

who at Mons had to conduct a hasty defence, the position the Boers repeatedly faced in 1900. 
Notable too was that his II Corps was under command of General Horace Smith-Dorrien, infantry 
commander at Second Doornkop.           
 
The Field Force of 1900 further contrasts favourably with the BEF awaiting the German assault of 
May 1940. That force consisted of three infantry corps, two with three infantry divisions and one 
of four divisions, making for ten numbered divisions. When deployed in 1939, the force was 
organised as two corps of two divisions – an organisation smaller than that commanded by 
Roberts

11
, who had six divisions in the vicinity of Bloemfontein, two around Kimberley, two more 

in Natal and some in the Cape.      

                                                 
7
 Paul Sanford, 3

rd
 Baron Methuen of Corsham (in Wiltshire).  

8
 Unpopularly known as “the ferryman of the Tugela” for crossing and recrossing the river before and after each 

successive reverse. “Redvers” also became “reverse” in consequence. A major subtheme of Pakenham’s Boer War is to 
rehabilitate Buller, as is stated in the introduction, p xvii.      
9
 Lyttleton in Pretoria is named after him. 

10
 Malcolm Brown, The Imperial War Museum Book of 1914 – The men who went to war, Sidgwick & Jackson, London, 

2004, pxiii.   
11

 ICB Dear (General Editor), The Oxford Companion to the Second World War, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1995, 
p165.  
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The battlefield is also not 
confined to “Doornkop”, 
however defined. It effectively 
stretches from the Vaal River 
at Parys in the south to 
Johannesburg in the north (a 
distance of 90km) and from 
just of west of Doornkop to just 
east of Germiston, about 40km 
apart. Of that a block some  
 
Fig 11: An extract of 1:250 000 map 
2626 West Rand and 2627 East Rand 
showing the extent of the battlefields, 
starting with Rietkuil in the south and 
the Jameson battlefields in the north. 
Source: Government Printer.     

 
25km square centred on the 
modern Soweto – the 

Southwestern Townships – is of the greatest significance and the location of the climactic infantry 
attack.   
      
Jameson’s battlefield measures about 15km east-west and 20km north-south. Willoughby 
commits his forces to a hasty attack on well-sited Boer positions just west of Krugersdorp. 
Outnumbered and outmanoeuvred he sees an opportunity for a last “dash to Johannesburg” – 
their objective – to the south. He withdraws under cover of darkness and decides to bivouac. It is 
an uncomfortable night under sniper fire. Dawn patrols find the way south still open and the 
mounted insurgent force rides south through Randfontein, turns southeast and crosses the 
Luipaardsvlei, heading east. But they have been shadowed and now, on the east bank they are 
engaged and have to fight a rearguard action. Meanwhile, more Boers have come up and the 
force finds itself trapped by government forces and the terrain.                        
 
 

First Doornkop, January 1896  
 
 

 “Doornkop” became important at 9.15am on the morning of 2 
January 1896, when Jameson, Willoughby and about 600 
officers, men and camp followers surrendered to a Boer force at 
what was then “a stone cattle-kraal and an outhouse to farm 
buildings of Vlakfontein.”

12  

 
Fig 12: The overgrown tree stump and shattered plaque that marks the spot 
where Jameson and Willoughby surrendered. Pic: LE, Jan 2009.   

 
The spot is today marked by an overgrown enclosure around a 

decaying tree stump surrounded by tall grass and blackjacks. It is about 50m east of Adcock 
Street, screened from view by a house with an unkempt garden, prosaically next to a brick yard. 
The location is on the northern slope of a nondescript but famous hill now known as Doornkop – 
“crowned” today with a large and inelegant concrete reservoir that does serve the useful purpose 
easy to identify at a distance.         
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 Colonel AS Hickman, Rhodesia served the Queen, Rhodesian forces in the Boer War 1899-1902, Volume 1, The 
Government Printer, Salisbury, 1970, p13. Hickman retired as Commissioner of the British South Africa Police in 1955.   
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The wikipedia notes Jameson led his men into the ZAR over 
New Year 1895-96. He intended to trigger an uprising by the 
primarily British expatriate workers, known as the “Uitlanders”, 
working the gold mines of the Witwatersrand.  
 
Fig 13: Jameson. Pic: Wikipedia. 

 
At the time Jameson was the “right hand man” of the Prime 
Minister of the Cape Colony, Cecil John Rhodes and 
administrator of his British South Africa Company (BSAC), 
chartered to run Matebeleland, Mashonaland and 
Bechuanaland on behalf of the British government 
 
Britain briefly ruled the Transvaal from 1877 to 1881, when 
Paul Kruger had led the Boers in rebellion. That conflict ended 
with the famed defeat of the 
British Army at Majuba, a 
mountain on the Transvaal-
Natal frontier; and the signing 

of the London Convention. British Prime Minister Sir William 
Gladstone, according to Thomas Pakenham

13
  had 

campaigned for office on a ticket to reverse that annexation.   
 
 

Fig 13: Cecil Rhodes. Pic: Internet.   
Fig 14: Paul Kruger. Pic: ABWM. 

 
The wikipedia adds that 
when the Gladstone 
government restored the 
ZAR's independence in 1884 
“no one could have foreseen 
the discovery of the colossal gold deposits of the 
Witwatersrand a mere two years later.” 
 
The discovery of diamonds at Kimberley some years before 
had brought the previously semiautonomous Namaqualand and 
independent Griqualand into the Cape Colony, turning the 
Cinderella dependency to profit, bringing self-government, and 
making Cecil Rhodes, Alfred Beit and others their fortunes.         
 
Pakenham writes that gold made the ZAR “the richest … nation 

in southern Africa
14

.” In August 1895 Rhodes and Beit “conspired to take over the Transvaal for 
themselves and the Empire.

15
”   

                                                 
13

 Thomas Pakenham, The Boer War, Weidenfeld and Nicolson Limited, London, 1979; reprinted by Jonathan Ball 
Publishers, Jeppestown, Johannesburg, 1998.  
14

 The original reads: “and militarily most powerful” (p.xxii.). Pakenham, however, contradicts this on p41, where he notes 
that the Raid had showed Kruger the ZAR was “practically defenceless” at the time; £1 million would be spent on arms. 
Purchases included 36 000 British Martini Henry rifles, 6000 Austrian Guedes rifles, 37 000 Mauser rifles, four Schneider 
155mm “Long Toms” (from their Creusot arsenal and therefore often called that, a convention followed here), four Krupp 
120mm howitzers, 14  Krupp 75mm field guns and 20 Maxim Nordenfeldt 37mm one-pounder “pom pom” automatic 
grenade launchers. Hickman has the Staatsartillerie fielding about 100 weapons at the outbreak of war (p46). Hickman 
adds (p45) that the construction of forts in Johannesburg and Pretoria began in 1893 “quite two years before the ill-starred 
Jameson raid had taken place”. Rifles and cartridges were imported via Delagoa Bay in Portuguese East Africa 
(Mozambique) and through Cape Town and Port Elizabeth, marked “agricultural instruments” and “mining machinery” 
(p46), no doubt founding a cliché!                              
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The problem was getting around the London Convention. A convenient peg was the massive 
change in demographics brought about by the Gold Rush. By then the Uitlanders were said to 
outnumber the Boers and had created a number of towns and permanent settlements. But they 
had not the vote. The wikipedia claims “30 000 white male Boer voters and potentially 60 000 
white male Uitlander ones.

16
”        

 
 
Reform & insurgency 
 
Whether they were entitled to the vote is a moot point. A “Reform Committee” was established in 
Johannesburg to organise the Uitlanders and on the face of it agitate for electoral reforms and a 
greater say in how the mine taxes were spent.   
 
Natalie Hammond

17
, a participant in the events, writes that for “many months the political kettle 

had been simmering. Johannesburg had grown tired of sending petitions in to the government to 
be answered by promises which were never redeemed.  
 
“An appalling death-rate of fifty-six in each thousand, directly traceable to lack of proper sanitation, 
resulting from bad government, spurred the general discontent; and a number of representative 
citizens, unwilling longer to wait upon gods and Government, finding all attempts to obtain 
redress of their grievances by constitutional means ineffectual, determined to enforce their 
demands for right by arms if necessary.  
 
“As arms for the Uitlander under the law of the Transvaal could only be obtained by a permit, 
guns and ammunition were smuggled into the country, hidden away in oil tanks and coal cars.” 
The Boers presumed they had received up to 20 000 rifles this way

18
.   

 
Rebellion was in the air and on 31 December the Uitlanders were forming militia “brigades”. 
Hammond reports that emissaries were going to and fro between Johannesburg and Pretoria and 
talks between the Kruger government and the Reform Committee were scheduled for the morning 
of 1 January.      
 
By then Jameson and his men were well on their way, using an undated invitation from the 
Reform Committee to protect the Uitlanders as a pretext

19
. However legitimate the Uitlanders’ 

concerns; it was camouflage for an Anschluss of the type engineered by Nazi leader Adolf Hitler 
in Austria some four decades later.  
 
The possibility of talks, however, turned the Reform Committee into a hotbed of cold feet…  
 
 
Pitsani Pothlugo  
 
In December 1894, Rhodes, Jameson and Willoughby travelled to London on company business. 
While there, they received authorisation from the British government to increase the size of the 

                                                                                                                                                 
15

 Pakenham, p.xxii. Hickman (p7.) disagrees: “The intrigue seems to have started not later than in December 1894 when 
both Rhodes and Jameson travelled to Britain, accompanied by Sir John Willoughby…”    
16

 White women only received the vote in 1918 – ahead of many of their global peers. Non-whites of any colour had no 
vote in the ZAR – nor were they allowed to walk on sidewalks.     
17

 Natalie Harris Hammond, A woman’s part in the revolution, Longmans, Green, and Co., London, 1897.  
18

 Ian Colvin, The Life of Jameson, Vol II, London, Edward Arnold & Co, 1922, p110. The text only speaks of rifles but the 
context suggests the Reform Committee had also received Maxim rifle-calibre machine guns (as opposed to grenade 
machine guns – automatic grenade launchers in today’s tongue, “pom-pom’s” at the time.)     
19

 There must also be sympathy for the Boers, who like the Israelis, faced the prospect of becoming a minority in their own 
state if Uitlanders got an unrestricted vote.  
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BSAC’s military forces from 350 paramilitary policemen to 1500, including volunteers. They were 
also granted authority to possess “rifles and Maxims sufficient to arm” these men

20
.     

 
Willoughby was gazetted to command this force. Colonel AS Hickman in Rhodesia Served the 
Queen

21
 writes: “I think there is no doubt that the real object of this military organisation was 

planned action against the Transvaal Republic, when a suitable chance should present itself.”   
 

That opportunity was engineered for late 1895. “The incursion 
had been planned with every attention to detail, a precursor of 
modern commando

22
 raids,” writes Hickman. “Tents and stores 

were left behind because the intention was to travel light on 
account of previous preparations made along the 170 mile 
route.  
 
Fig 15: A 37mm “pom-pom” with shield. The shield added considerably to 
system total weight. Pic: ABWM 
Fig 16: Seven pounder mountain guns under Boer control. Pic: ABWM.      
Fig 17: A Vickers-Maxim rifle-calibre machine gun. Pic: ABWM.   

The men would depart the police training base at Pitsani 
Pothlugo (bastardised to “potlucko”

23
) at sundown, riding 

through the night in full marching order with one day’s rations, 
120 rounds of rifle ammunition and 25kg of grain for the 
horses.”      
 
Jameson would be the political master and Willoughby, late of 
the Royal Horse Guards the military commander. In many ways 
the raid was a precursor to Mark Thatcher and Simon Mann’s 
21

st
 Century “wonga coup” in Equatorial Guinea: a private 

military venture to overthrow the government of an independent 
state to gain control of its resource riches.          
 
While Jameson is normally credited with 600

24
 men, Hickman 

insists on 511: “17 officers of the staff of the British Regular 
Army and the Militia and Rhodesian Volunteers of the Rhodesia 

Horse, there were 372 officers and men of the Matebeleland- Mounted Police as well as the 
Mashonaland Mounted Police (MMP) and 122 of Bechuanaland Border Police (BBP).  
 
The former had six Maxim machine guns

25
 and a 12½-pound field gun. The latter deployed with 

two 7-pounder mountain guns and two Maxims. The difference in numbers can be accounted for, 
Hickman counting just the white mounted troopers and company men, while Pakenham and other 
also included the “Cape Coloured ‘boys’ who led the spare horses.”   
 
Pakenham writes that Jameson read the invitation to his men at Pitsani Pothlugo (often corrupted 
to “potlucko”) on the afternoon of 29 December, a Sunday. Of the moment he says: “Of course it 
was a wild gamble,, this dash for Johannesburg. But then so was much of the work of Rhodes’ 
chartered company, and in fact much of the history of the British Empire. ‘Clive

26
 would have 

done it,’ Jameson told a friend.”
27

    

                                                 
20

 Hickman, p7.  
21

 Hickman, p8.  
22

 “Commando” here used in its Special Forces context, not in the meaning current at the time, namely a commandeered 
citizen soldier, singly or as a group.       
23

 Pakenham, p1. 
24

 Pakenham, p2; The Adcock Street monument, erected in 1962 by the then-Historical Monuments Commission, reads, in 
part: “…a force of approximately 600 raiders…”   
25

 Apparently 11.4mm calibre. Pierre Lowe Victor, The Uitlanders and the Jameson Raid, Veg, Issue 4, p54.  
26

 Wikipedia: “Major-General Sir Robert Clive, 1st Baron Clive of Plassey, (1725–1774), also known as Clive of India, was 
a British soldier who established the military and political supremacy of the East India Company in Southern India and 
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“If Jameson gambled and won – if they could rush Johannesburg into a rising and forcibly take 
over the Transvaal – they would be forgiven the illegality. If they gambled and lost – well, the 
usual penalty was death. Death but not necessarily defeat.  
 
“It was one of the lessons of history that it needed a disaster to make the British interested in their 
Empire. They seemed to prefer dead generals to living generals; they avenged them by 
completing their work. At least half the Empire had been conquered by dead men. People could 
see that process happening in the Sudan. Any day now the English would avenge Gordon by 
taking over the whole of the Mahdi’s country.      
 
“Already the same process was happening in the Transvaal – ever since the Battle of Majuba, 
where General Colley and four hundred men had been cut up by the Boers fourteen years 
before.”

28
   

 
 
Invasion 
 
They set off at sunset, 29 December. “Because they were to travel light and far, staging points at 
various stores on the line of march had been stocked with provisions for man and horse, and at 
Doornpoort was a supply of fresh remounts, assembled there under the guise of establishing a 
new coach service,” records Hickman. “But someone had been ‘sold a pup’ because, when the 
raiders came to take over these horses, it was found hardly any of them had been broken to the 
saddle, and the men rode on with their weary mounts.”   
 
The Pitsani contingent left camp at 6.30pm and marched through the night to Malmani, where at 
5.15am they were joined by the Mafekeng men. Hickman says the link up was “of the highest 
standard of timed calculation”, but there had been a hitch: the officer and trooper detailed to cut 
the telegraph line to Pretoria had failed to do so, getting drunk instead and cutting a cattle fence.  
 
As a result messages flashed to-and-fro, rousing the Transvaal defence forces, the commandos 
and the Staatsartillerie (State Artillery) “like a swarm of hornets; secrecy, which is essential for 
such a raid, had been blown wide open and Boer plans were made to resist the ‘peaceful’ 
invasion.”

29
            

 
More bad news awaited at Doornpoort on the Elands River, 91km from Pitsani, where a BBP 
sergeant had a message from the British High Commissioner for Willoughby. “He took no notice 
and pressed on.” 
 
The next occurrence was the capture of the commander of the ZAR Police (ZARP) detachment at 
Krugersdorp Lt Sarel Eloff

30
 and 15 men some 35 miles (56km

31
) west of Krugersdorp, whom 

Jameson allowed to depart after an interview.   
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                 
Bengal. He is credited with securing India, and the wealth that followed, for the British crown. Together with Warren 
Hastings he was one of the key figures in the creation of British India. 
27

 Pakenham, p3.  
28

 Pakenham, p3.  
29

 Hickman, p10.  
30

 Paul Kruger’s grandson. Uys, p73. Eloff’s name appears on the ceremonial cornerstone (dated 1897) of the old 
Krugersdorp police station building. The building forms part of the modern police precinct and is in use and in good 
condition.   
31

 Conversion factor: miles to kilometres: times by 1.6; kilometres to miles, divide by 0.6.  
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Opposition  
 
The armed forces of the ZAR consisted of a large militia and a small regular force, the latter 
comprising the Staatsartillerie or State Artillery and the paramilitary ZAR Politie (ZARP, ZAR 
Police). The militia was built on the commandos, with a distribution of one per magisterial district.  
 

The term “commando” is 
derived from Spanish and likely 
entered the Dutch language 
during the Dutch Revolt, also 
known as the Eighty Years' 
War that raged from 1568 to 
1648. This was a successful 
insurrection by the Seventeen 
Provinces in the Low Countries 
against the Spanish Empire 
that led to the creation of the 
modern Dutch state.  
 
Fig 18: Burghers on commando. Pic: 
ABWM. 

 
To be on commando was to be commandeered for service. The system was introduced at the 
Cape around 1658, about six years after the establishment of a Dutch post at the Cape in 1652. 
The system had adopted most of the features it had by the 1890s by 1715 and migrated 
northwards with the Voortrekkers who established the Free State and Transvaal republics.     
 
A study of the ZAR armed forces by the German major PA Nierstrasz for the Russian government 
(Der Süd-Afrikanische Krieg, 1899-1902, 19 volumes, the first five in French, the remainder in 
German) described the structure of the ZAR armed forces at the outbreak of war as follows: In 
1899 the Transvaal was divided into 22 districts with 29 279 Burghers eligible for service. The 

number of officers on the nominal role was 199: 

• Commandant General:  1  

• Generals:   6 

• Vecht Generals:  10 

• Commandant:   22 

• Field Cornet:  80 

• Assistant Field Cornet:  80 
 
Fig 19: ZAR Politie. Pic: ABWM.   
 
This was likely the case when Jameson came a’raiding. 
According to Major Geoffrey Tylden in The Armed Forces of 
South Africa

32
, burghers elected the field cornets, assistant field 

cornets and commandants in both the ZAR and in the Free 
State. In peacetime, in the ZAR, burghers also directly elected 
the Commandant General (CG). In the Free State, the 
commandants and field cornets elected the chief commandant, 

the ZAR CG’s equivalent. The CG served for 10 years, a commandant for five and a field cornet 
for three

33
. However, the “appointment of officers was controlled to a very large extent,” he adds.  

 
Carver adds that depending on the demographics of a district, a commando could number 
anywhere between 300 and 3000. Each electoral ward or “wyk” elected a field cornet who kept a 

                                                 
32

 Major G Tylden, The Armed Forces of South Africa, City of Johannesburg Africana Museum Frank Connock Publication 
No 2, Johannesburg, 1954, p216. 
33

 Tylden, p216.  
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record of who was available and upon mobilisation ensured they had clothing, a horse, a rifle and 
ammunition. He was helped by an assistant field cornet and two corporals.

34
      

 
All burghers between 16 and 60 were required to serve, but in three classes: first those aged 18-
34, then 34-50 year-olds, then the age groups 16-17 and 51-60.

35
    

     
Pierre Victor notes the Staatsartillerie van de ZA Republiek mustered 400 men in 1896: 29 
officers, 47 adjutant officers, 34 corporals and 290 men

36
. The unit was organised into an artillery 

section of 20 officers, 38 adjutant officers, 30 corporals and 226 men, divided into mobile, 
mountain and fortress artillery sections, a field telegraph (one officer, five adjutant officers, three 
corporals, 23 trainee telegraphers), an intendance service (two officers: one quartermaster, one 
intendance captain; one corporal and six men: farriers, saddlers and tailors), a music corps (one 
officer: chapel mater; one adjutant officer: trumpet major; 18 men), a medical corps (two officers, 
two adjutant officers, 11 nurses), an educational section and a foundry and bank service (one 
officer, six men). This makes for 27 officers, 47 adjutant officers, 34 corporals and at least 290 
men

37
. 

 
The Staatsartillerie’s holdings in 1895 were as follows

38
: 

• 1 x 80mm Krupp cannon (sic) 

• 4 x 65mm Krupp mountain cannon 

• 4 x 65mm Krupp field guns 

• 1 x 160mm muzzle-loading howitzer 

• 1 x Montigny Mitrailleuse (37-barrel volley gun, an early “machine gun”) 

• 1 x 35mm muzzle-loading mountain cannon 

• 1 x mortar 

• 3 x 5-pounder Armstrong muzzle loaders 

• 5 x 10-pounder Armstrong muzzle loaders 

• 5 x 12-pounder Armstrong muzzle loaders 

• 5 x 7-pounder muzzle-loading mountain cannon 

• 1 x Martini-Henry Maxim (machine gun) 

• 1 x 37mm Hotchkiss  
 
The Staatsartillerie, on the face of it an artillery regiment, being the sole ZAR standing military 
force, therefore had within its ranks the nucleus of a modern defence force, all the necessary 
supporting arms present.     
 
The ZARP was organised as six districts including Swaziland. Its total strength in 1899 was 29 
officers, 69 under officers, 13 corporals and 1434 men who would prove “themselves in the field 
as a well-disciplined and courageous enemy”

39
. It is doubtful this is much at variance with its 1895 

structure and force level.    
 
Hickman notes that the “weakest point of the Boers was undoubtedly their very loose democratic 
organisation. The leaders of the commandos were elected by popular vote and were required to 
consult with their men as to their intentions and plans of action, and if individuals did not like what 
was put before them they were quite likely not to participate. So, at no time, as with regular forces, 
was it possible to certify that certain numbers of men would take part in an action.”  
 

                                                 
34

 Carver, p14.  
35

 Carver, p14.  
36

 Pierre Lowe Victor, Veg, 6
th
 Issue, p53.  

37
 Victor’s input must be treated with caution as he does not cite sources. Some of his assertions also clash with Colvin, 

Hickman and the Adcock Street monument. His information on the Staatsartillerie, is however most valuable.    
38

 Pierre Lowe Victor, The ZAR Artillery, Veg, 7
th
 Issue, pp25-6.   

39
 Hickman, p48.  
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“Further there were always many comings and goings of men who felt they needed time off to go 
home, and there was nothing to stop a burgher from leaving his unit according to his inclinations 
and joining one more to his fancy. In this way Deneys Reitz [more of him later] served in no less 
than eight formations.

40
”  

  
There is some confusion as to whether commandos were paid when on duty. Tylden

41
 states the” 

men were paid, fed and equipped by the government”. Hickman avers the opposite: “It must be 
appreciated that the Burgher was not paid for his services, and fought solely for the justice of the 
cause as he saw it

42
.  

 
 
New Year’s Day  
 

The first shots were fired just 
after midnight on New Year, 
but Hickman does not record 
the place or circumstances; 
noting instead this was an 
indication there would be Boer 
resistance

43
. One MMP trooper 

was wounded. Later, the same 
morning, two Boers

44
 arrived at 

the camp with another 
message from the High 
Commissioner, repudiating 
their action and ordering them 
to leave the Transvaal 
immediately.             
 
“Jameson pressed on, 
regardless, and now it became 
apparent that a small force of 

Boers was keeping pace with his advance about a mile in the 
rear.

45
”  

 
Fig 20: The new old Krugersdorp police station, built after the Raid. Pic: LE, 
Jan 2009.  
Fig 21: The cornerstone was laid by Lt Sarel Eloff. Pic: LE, Jan 2009.  

    
Next the Reform Committee renounced the raiders, two cyclists 
bringing them a message from that hive of inactivity.      
 
Some seven miles from Krugersdorp, the vanguard 

encountered a group of 200 commandos watering their horses. Had Willoughby machine gunned 
them, he would have inflicted a severe loss, but the intent was to reach Johannesburg peacefully. 

                                                 
40

 Hickman, p48.  
41

 Major G Tylden, The Armed Forces of South Africa, City of Johannesburg Africana Museum Frank Connock Publication 
No 2, Johannesburg, 1954, p216. 
42

 Hickman, p48.  
43

 Hickman, p10.  
44

 Victor has three: ZARP Barend “Ben” Bouwer, lawyer Daniel “Danie” Theron and Josef “Jopie” Fourie. Bouwer later 
fought as a combat general under Jan Smuts, Theron became the famed scout and Fourie became an Afrikaner martyr 
after execution for high treason in 1914. Uys, p26 & 235, suggest Bouwer and Theron carried the High Commissioner’s 
message, and Fourie, from Stellenbosch, and on holiday in the ZAR at the time, carried a message to Willoughby from the 
ZAR forces deployed to surrender unconditionally (p82).      
45

 Hickman, p10.  
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As the Boers sped off Willoughby had a few shells fired at them “somewhat in contrast to his 
policy!”

46
  

 
At the next halt, at Hind’s Store

47
, the raiders found the Boers had removed all provisions, and 

then, “on capping a 400-foot ridge a few miles further on, the Boer defence positions lay before 
them; advantage had been taken of prospecting trenches, rough stone walls, tailing heaps and 
the battery-house of the Queen’s Mine. The Boers were in a strong position across a valley 
through which a broad, muddy stream, with a drift on the road to Krugersdorp”.

48
  

 
Jameson’s biographer, Ian Colvin

49
 interjects that Willoughby at the point sent forward a 

reconnaissance patrol under Major Villiers and Lieutenant Grenfell to see if a flank attack from the 
right on the Boer position he knew to be ahead was possible. Colvin writes that Willoughby knew 
from a letter and “his knowledge of the place” that the position “in front of Krugersdorp was the 
crux of the enterprise”. He also knew there was “no chance of an attack from the left.”      
 
 
Battle at Krugersdorp  
 

Hickman continues that 
“Willoughby had intended to 
avoid the town but was 
overruled by Jameson, who 
anticipated meeting his 
Johannesburg allies there”

50
.  

 
Fig 22: Willoughby’s likely view. In the 
middle ground is the Riet tributary and 
in the background is the Remhoogte 
ridge where the Queen’s Battery once 
stood. Earthworks associated with the 
construction of the eco village can be 
seen (barely) on the left of the tree. 
The terrain would have been less 
wooded at the time. Pic: LE, Jan 2009.     
 

 
Willoughby was now just west 
of the modern suburb of 
Oatlands. The visitor standing 
there will see the ground 
bisected by the R24 road 
running to Tarlton. The stream 
mentioned is a tributary of the 
Rietspruit that drains to the 
northeast to the Jukskei River.  
 
Fig 23: Remhoogte ridge, extended 
south. The R24 in the foreground. The 
white mine dump is near Millsite Siding, 
scene of a fool’s errant on the night of 
1 January. Pic: LE, Jan 2009.     

 

                                                 
46

 Hickman, p11. 
47

 Ian Colvin, in The Life of Jameson, Vol II, London, Edward Arnold & Co, 1922, p78, calls it “Hand’s store”. The raiders 
were now seven miles (about 10km) short of Krugersdorp. (One assumes the distance was to the old centre of 
Krugersdorp.)     
48

 Hickman, p11.  
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The land north of the R24 is now the Krugersdorp Nature Reserve and protected against 
development. While neither Colvin nor Hickman mention it, there may have been a low water 
bridge across the stream at the time. The nature reserve boundary fence runs over a culvert that 
is likely a bridge dating from that period. The land to the south is undeveloped and the landscape 
is much as it must have been on New Year’s Day 1896, although somewhat more wooded.   
 
Colvin describes the Boer position in some greater detail: “… the whole position unrolled itself 
before Willoughby’s experienced eyes, and the more he looked at it the less he must have liked 
it

51
.  

 
“From the ridge the force was 
on, the ground sloped away to 
a stream or spruit [the 
Rietspruit tributary] which 
crossed the road at right 
angles, and from the spruit the 
road climbed a long steep bare 
hill, smooth and blank, like the 
glacis of a fortress.  
 
Fig 24: The low-water bridge. One is 
tempted to (re)name this stream the 
“Jameson Run” Pic: LE, Jan 2009.  

 
“On the right [south] of the road, 
a little way up the hill, like the 
outwork of a fortress guarding 
the spruit, was a large 
stonewalled enclosure, planted 

with trees, and on the left [north] of the road one house.           
 
“The summit, where the road reached the crest, was guarded by a substantial building, the 
Battery House of the Queen’s Mine, which stood a little behind the crest, a hundred yards or so to 
the left of the roadside. What Willoughby could not see was that the reverse of the stony ridge 
was hollow and so strewn with great boulders that the defenders lay perfectly secure from any 
artillery fire he could bring to bear upon it.

52
 

 
 “The Boers, masters as usual 
of defensive warfare, had 
chosen and manned their 
position with admirable 
judgment. The enclosure near 
the spruit was full of them and 
there was a line of their 
riflemen concealed in pits on 
the near side of the stream to 
the left, parallel with the road.  
 
Fig 25: The first dip is the tributary 
stream, the next is the second stream. 
Remhoogte ridge in background. Pic: 
LE, Jan 2009.    

 

                                                 
51

 Colvin, p79.  
52

 Colvin, p79. The SA Military History Society calls the ridge “Remhoogte” in its August 1985 newsletter.  
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The higher slopes of the hill both to the left and right were lined with more snipers. Altogether it 
was about as forbidding a position as ever confronted a weary force…”

53
 

 
Victor avers the north of the 
Boer position was held by 
Commandant Piet Cronjé and 
150 men of his Potchefstroom 
Commando. (Hickman, a more 
reliable source, notes Cronjé 
commanded Lichtenburg 
Commando.)  
 
Fig 26: The Boer view west. In the 
middle ground is the “eco village”, 
beyond that the Rietspruit tributary. In 
the background is the ridge Willoughby 
occupied. The arrow indicates a grain 
silo at Battery siding near Tarlton. Pic: 
LE, Jan 2009.        

 
The centre was held by one 
Fouche with 60 men and the 
south by 90 men of 

Krugersdorp Commando under Commandant Frederik Johannes Potgieter.      
 

No trace of the Queens Battery 
remains, at least not in 
Oatlands, where the SA 
Military History Society places 
it on Remhoogte

54
. The 

covered reverse slope is 
indeed there, in the vicinity of 
the Rustenburg Rd (R24) and 
Robert Broom Rd, as well as to 
the immediate south of 
Rustenburg along Industrial Rd. 
The author suspects the road 
named for the noted 
anthropologist runs through the 
Battery site.  
 
Fig 27: The SA Military History 
Society’s map used for a August 1985 
field trip.  Source: SANMMH (Doornkop 
file, Amos Masondo Library).  

 
He was disappointed to see in 
January 2009 that an “eco 
village” was being constructed 
on the crest line the 
commandos must have held.  

Already the terrain there is irrevocably altered by bulk civil engineering and as a consequence the 
large boulders were not immediately in evidence. (They are not in evidence elsewhere along the 

                                                 
53
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54
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ridge either. It is not uncommon to find that battlefields and their descriptions do not match. 
General George S Patton Jr

55
 remarked on this several times in his War as I knew it.)  

 
The “smooth glacis” is somewhat wooded now, particularly the area where the stonewalled 
enclosure is described as being. It was not observable in January 2009.   
 

The key terrain was 
undoubtedly Remhoogte ridge 
held by the Boers.” From there 
they could clearly view 
Willoughby’s advance and 
dispositions. The valley he 
committed his forces into is 
quite wide and relatively 
shallow. It is bisected by two 
tributary streams that join to 
the north of the road and 
continues in that direction.  
 
Fig 28: Part of Colvin’s map. Source: 
Colvin.   
Fig 29: A map showing the presumed 
route of the Raiders (red). Also marked 
is the Queens Battery battlefield 
(“Afternoon Attack”) and the surrender 
position in the Vlakfontein spruit/Klip 
River Valley. Source: Google.  

 
Between these is a low rise that does not offer much cover. Neither Hickman nor Colvin mention 
this second (eastern) stream and it does not appear on the latter’s map.   

 
As he stood 
looking at 
the Boer 
position 
Willoughby 
still believed 
the Reform 
Committee, 
including 
Rhodes’ 
brother 
Colonel 
Frank 
Rhodes, 
would be 
sending a 
mounted 
force to his 
assistance, 
armed with 

                                                 
55

 General George S Patton Jr, War as I knew it, Houghton Mifflin Company, New York, 1947, 1975, 1995, see for 
example p76. The author has personal experience of the phenomenon with regards to Mont Pinçon in Normandy. Often 
described as a “mountain” with commanding views it is nothing more than a long ridge line, far less impressive than, say 
Northcliff in Johannesburg.  Mont Pinçon certainly has a commanding view but is not nearly as imposing as many 
accounts of the Normandy campaign would cause the reader who has not travelled there believe. Thus: Reader beware!        
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the weapons Hammond describes smuggled in. “It was obvious that if such a position were 
attacked in rear as well as in front, the tables were turned on the defenders.”

56
        

 
“Willoughby’s plan of attack 
was to shell the Queen’s 
Battery and the crest of the 
ridge from the rising ground 
where his force now was and 
under cover of this fire to 
advance a troop of 110 men 
with two Maxims under [Lt Col] 
Henry “Harry” White as a first 
line with a strong troop and 
one Maxim in echelon as a 
support on either flank; while 
[Lt Col] Raleigh Grey with one 
troop and a Maxim was to work 
round on the right so as to 
attack the Boer left [their south 
wing]. Thus two troops and 
three Maxims remained as a 
reserve and rearguard.”

57
   

 
Fig 30: Extract from 1:250 000 survey 
map 2626 West Rand showing the 
Queen’s Battery battlefield, the 
Robinson Lake area, Millsite and 
Brinks Vlakfontein. Source: 
Government Printer.       

 
“While Willoughby was 
arranging his forces, small 
parties of Boers were seen 
hurrying along by a parallel 
road on the left as if to join 
their friends in front of 
Krugersdorp, and at the same 
time the force which had been 
dogging the rearguard all day 
opened fire.  
 
“Willoughby’s reply was to shell 

the Krugersdorp position with his [guns]. The shelling began at 4.40 [pm] at 1800 yards. The 
gunners made excellent practice, but the Boers, as their custom was, lay quiet,” writes Colvin

58
.    

 
The attack begins. “The front line then rode down the slope; but they had hardly gone 400 yards 
when they were met and stopped by a heavy fire from the Queens Battery in front as well as from 
the stonewall enclosure above the spruit.”   
 
Colvin records this fire was premature. The commandos had intended to hold their fire until the 
raiders had crossed the stream and come “some way up” the hill opposite. Had this happened, so 
the Boers calculated, the advance guard would have been “killed to a man.” As it was, Hickman 

                                                 
56

 Colvin, p80. 
57

 Colvin, p80. 
58

 Colvin, p80.  



 19 

notes the “Boers made no response” until the riders were just 200 yards (metres) away
59

. Now 
the attackers were stopped on the west bank, just shy of the stream. 
 
 
 
Flank attack 
 

 “In the meantime the left 
support [in the north, under 
Inspector

60
 Dykes] had moved 

out top prolong the front line, 
but diverging too much to the 
left came under hot fire from a 
farmhouse and plantation near 
the bed of the stream farther 
down the valley, and were 
driven back with the loss of a 
few men.   
 
Fig 31: An aerial view of the battlefield. 
The “smooth glacis” can be seen below 
the spot marked “farmhouse area”. 
Source: Google.   

 
Lt Col Grey had “worked round on the right” according to Colvin, and was answering the fire of 
the Boers who had stopped the main advance. “The whole force was at a standstill; Willoughby 
could plainly see that his attack on the Krugersdorp position must fail: it had been doomed to 
failure from the first unless helped from the other side.”    
 

Now Villiers rides in to report the country to the south – towards 
Randfontein – is open and that Willoughby’s force can easily 
move round the Krugersdorp position.  
 
The commandos force his hand: “… some Boers were working 
up to the left of the narrow plateau on which the force stood, 
and had engaged the rearguard and reserves. Not only was the 
frontal attack hopeless, but their own position was becoming 
unsafe

61
.   

Fig 32: Part of the “smooth glacis”. The east bank of the spruit through the 
nature reserve fence. View northeast from R24. Pic: Author, Jan 2009.  
Fig 33: The “stone kraal” area on the southeast side of the R24. Photos 
deliberately taken at same time of year as raid to show terrain as Willoughby 
would have seen it. Pic: Author, Jan 2009.    

   
 “Willoughby could no longer hesitate, or all was lost,” Colvin 
says. “Willoughby saw he was under strong opposition,” 
Hickman adds “and bore to his right with his remaining troops 
and moved as far as the first houses of Randfontein, leaving 
Grey with two troops, a Maxim and the 12½ pounder to cover 

his flank.” Colvin notes the move came after a brief consultation with Jameson. He also reports 
the rearguard as being under the command of a Captain Drury and armed with two Maxims. Grey 
is recorded as having a troop under command, as well as the gun and Maxim.     
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“It was a clever manoeuvre; in the gathering dusk the main force had moved a mile to the right 
before the Boers found out what they were doing. The rearguard then retired, and when these 
had got clear, Grey followed. Thus the whole force was got out save a few skirmishers in the 
spruit with Lt Scott and Dr Farmer, who did not like to leave their wounded and were taken 
prisoners.”

62
     

 
 
Right hook to Randfontein  
              

At Luipaardsvlei the raiders were met by friendly mineworkers, 
white and black “who cheered them” and told them “their last 
shell had totally destroyed the battery house”

63
.  

 
Colvin continues: “Willoughby now saw a chance of getting 
through. He had two guides who had volunteered from the 
friendly crowd, and forming his force once more in night march 
formation, he prepared for a dash through the darkness on 
Johannesburg.” 

 
Figs 34: Randfontein. Pic: LE, Jan 2009.    
Fig 35: Main Reef Road, Randfontein. Pic: LE, Jan, 2009.  

 
Again fate took a hand, demonstrating Napoleon’s maxim that 
victory goes to the side that makes the fewer mistakes

64
.        

 
Willoughby later reported that at “this moment heavy rifle and 
Maxim fire was suddenly heard from the direction of 
Krugersdorp, which lay one and a half miles to the rear.” He 

then “leaped to the fatal conclusion,” Colvin says, “that Col Rhodes’ force had at last arrived and 
was engaged with the Boers at Krugersdorp.”

65
     

 
He thus swings his troops toward them, leaving his ammunition carts in the road, Hickman and 
Colvin recount. He leaves a troop as a guard with the carts; formed three in a line and put the 
fourth in position as a reserve “and taking the remainder of the guns with him, he advanced 
rapidly across the plateau towards Krugersdorp”

66
.     

 
“After he had advanced for a mile, the firing ceased, and he withdrew again to the carts,” 
Hickman recounts. “He was not to know at that time that the Boers themselves had fired 
spontaneously in the air to greet the arrival of a substantial reinforcement from Potchefstroom. If 
he had maintained his original move south he might have succeeded in getting through beyond 
Randfontein before the Boers could seal off that only line advance”

67
.  

 
Colvin’s map does not show the location of this errant, but it was likely in the vicinity of the West 
Village suburb on the modern R28, just south of town that bore Kruger’s name; the terrain there is 
level. The reference to “Luipaardsvlei” is deceptive: it is not marked on his map. Willoughby was 
at this time still west of the Krugersdorp-Randfontein railway, then under construction.  
Luipaardsvlei, whether the geographic feature, the railway siding and the gold mine, is some 
kilometres east. Had the raiders been at Luipaardsvlei, as described, they would have been well 
east of Krugersdorp and well on their way to Johannesburg.             
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